Resolution of radiation-induced acneform eruption following treatment with tretinoin and minocycline: a case report.
Postradiation comedogenesis is an uncommon side effect of radiation therapy, with few cases reported in the medical literature. The proposed etiology of this reaction is alteration of pilosebaceous unit secretions and retention of proliferating ductal keratinocytes due to stricture and scarring. We report a case of a 48-year-old woman who had been treated for infiltrating ductal carcinoma of the right breast with lumpectomy and radiation therapy. She subsequently developed open and closed comedones as well as tender inflammatory papules and papulopustules in the irradiated area. Our patient was treated with tretinoin cream and oral minocycline, with rapid improvement in symptoms and complete resolution of lesions after 2 months of therapy. We review the literature on the pathogenesis, clinical features, and treatment of postradiation acne, and discuss rapid resolution of a radiation-induced acneform eruption after combination treatment with tretinoin and minocycline.